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DOCKET NO: 
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3651 

Hess. Douglas A. 



Commissioner for Patents 
PC Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 
10 Dear Sir: 

This communication is in response to the Office Action on the above-identified 
case mailed February 11, 2005 requiring a restriction. The Examiner grouped the 
claims as follows: 

Group I claims 1-1 1 self closing belt; 198 (class), 819 (subclass) 

Group II claims 12-24 method and system for manufacturing a belt 

with predetermined stresses, 156 (class) 160 
(subclass) 

Group III claims 25-26 method of manufacturing a prestressed belt 

via a winding on a mandrel, 156 (class) 189 
(subclass) 



1 5 Applicant elects the claims in Group I (claims 1-11), without traverse for the 

restriction on this group of claims. 

Applicant does traverse the requirement that the Group II claims and Group III 
claims be in separate groups. These claims are both classified under class/subclass 
156/60, and a search in these related subclasses would not be unduly burdensome 
20 on the Examiner. Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests that the restriction 
requirement between the non-elected Group II and Group III claims be withdrawn. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Mark Bergner 
SCHIFF HARDIN, LLP 
PATENT DEPARTMENT 
6600 Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6473 
(312) 258-5779 
Attorney for Applicants 
Customer Number 26574 
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